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1 . UK EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE MUIR ORALLY DELIVERED HMG 
RESPONSE TO US REQUEST FOR DELAY ON PART OF HMG IN 
INFORMING SULTAN QABOOS OF HMG'S INTENT TO WITHDRAW FROM 
MASIRAH ISLAND (REFTEL A) APRIL 14. 

2. MUIR SAID FCO IMPLICITLY IS WILLING TO DELAY APPROACH 
TO SULTAN QABOOS UNTIL CONCLUSION OF ANNUAL US-UK GULF 
TALKS (NOW SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 22-23), BUT HOPES THESE 
TALKS "WILL BRING THE MATTER TO A CONCLUSION." HE RE- 
ITERATED THAT HMG DECISION TO LEAVE MASIRAH IS "A FIRM 
ONE." HMG REGRETFULLY CANNOT DELAY APPROACH TO SULTAN 
UNTIL JUNE 1. AS REQUESTED BY USG, SINCE UK COULD NOT 
THEN COMPLETE ITS PLANNED WITHDRAWAL FROM MASIRAH BY 
END OF 1976. 

3. MUIR SAID HMG BELIEVED FROM TALKS WITH DEPUTY MINISTER 
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EARLY UK WITHDRAWAL FROM MASIRAH AND IS PROBABLY CONSID- 
ERING OMANI USE OF AIRFIELD THEREAFTER AS TRAINING 
FACILITY AND STAGING BASE. OMANI INTEREST IN CONTINUING 
OPERATION OF AIR BASE BASED ON DESIRE TO PROVIDE EMPLOY- 
MENT TO INHABITANTS OF ISLAND. OMAN MAY ALSO MAKE 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO OTHER GULF STATES. 

4. MUIR SAID UK GULF TALKS DELEGATION (WEIR AND LUCAS) 

WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS ADDITIONAL POINTS RAISED BY 
DEPARTMENT ON APRIL 7 (REFTEL A). MEANWHILE WE ASKED 
SEVERAL ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS WHICH MUIR AGREED TO 
TRANSMIT TO LONDON: WHAT IS UK ASSESSMENT OF OMANI 
ABILITY TO RUN MASIRAH AIRFIELD? WHAT PLANS MIGHT HMG 
HAVE FOR ITS OWN ACCESS TO BASE AS STAGING AREA AFTER 
UK WITHDRAWAL? WHAT HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCES OF HMG ON 
LIMITATIONS ON FUEL DELIVERIES TO MASIRAH? WHAT ARE 
CURRENT BRITISH PLANS WITH REGARD TO SALALAH? 

5. BOTH SIDES NOTED THAT QUESTION OF SENSITIVE FACIL- 
ITIES ON MASIRAH WAS APPARENTLY BEING DISCUSSED BETWEEN 
US AND UK EXPERTS. DEPARTMENT WOULD INQUIRE INTO STATUS 
OF THESE DISCUSSIONS, TO ASCERTAIN HOW AND IF THEY MIGHT 
BE RELEVANT TO BROADER MASIRAH QUESTIONS, PRIOR TO GULF 
TALKS. 

6. MUIR SAID THAT, IF USG WOULD WANT TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING MASIRAH, IT MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE FOR HMG TO INCLUDE MILITARY EXPERT IN GULF TALKS 
DELEGATION. WE HAVE TOLD MUIR THIS UNNECESSARY SINCE 
DOD DOES NOT DESIRE AT THIS TIME TO INITIATE SUCH TECH- 
NICAL DISCUSSIONS. 

7. MUIR ALSO BROUGHT HMG SUGGESTIONS FOR GULF TALKS 
AGENDA, WHICH INCLUDE ITEM ON "GULF SECURITY", WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO MASIRAH. HE SUGGESTED THAT, IN 
ADDITION TO THIS BROAD DISCUSSION BY FULL UK DELEGATION 
ON APRIL 22, THERE WOULD BE TIME ON APRIL 23 FOR LUCAS 

TO DISCUSS SEPARATELY MASIRAH IN GREATER DETAIL WITH 
INTERESTED USG OFFICERS. US SIDE AGREED, AND WILL 
UNDERTAKE TO ASCERTAIN DOD INTEREST. KISSINGER 
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